
 

 
Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare Association 13th Annual Virtual Conference 
“2020 Vision of ICWA Best Practices Through Sharing Cultural Connections” 
November 4th, 5th, & 6th, 2020 ~ Osage Hotel & Casino, Tulsa, Oklahoma 

 
DAY ONE – WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4th  

Conference Welcome, General Session & Plenary Session 
12:00 p.m.              Welcome by Tracy Haney, OICWA President           
12:00 p.m. – 1:15 p.m.   General Session: “OICWA’s Initiatives: Promoting Advocacy,  Collaboration, and ICWA Best Practices” 

OICWA Membership Drive and Raffles   
The Oklahoma Indian Child Welfare Association, Inc. (OICWA) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit, membership organization representing the 
Indian Child Welfare programs in the State of Oklahoma and dedicated to promoting the well-being of American Indian children, their 
families, and their tribes. Conference participants will benefit from learning about OICWA’s ongoing efforts to protect and ensure 
compliance with the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) and gain an understanding of the principal functions and projects of the OICWA 
Standing Committees. Conference participants will learn about opportunities to become involved and actions they can take to support 
ICWA and OICWA. OICWA continues to uphold the original vision and mission of its founding members. As a voice for the Indian Child 
Welfare programs in Oklahoma, OICWA continues to strive to protect the most vital resource of Indian tribes in Oklahoma - their 
children. 
 

BREAK 1:15 PM – 1:30 PM      
1:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.      Plenary Session: “One County's Collaborative Journey to Change” – The Pottawatomie County Pilot 

Project: Panel Discussion            (Mandatory for Scholarship Participants)  (Policy) 
 
This session provides an overview of the Pottawatomie County ICWA Partnership Pilot Project. The Pottawatomie County ICWA 
Partnership includes the Shawnee Area Native American Child Protection Team (SANACPT), which comprises the Absentee Shawnee 
Tribe, Citizen Potawatomi Nation, Chickasaw Nation, Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma, Kickapoo Tribe of Oklahoma, Sac and Fox Nation, and 
Seminole Nation of Oklahoma, Pottawatomie County Child Welfare, and Pottawatomie County Court Partners. Participants will gain 
an understanding of the power of enhanced relationships and intentional communication among ICWA partners in improving ICWA 
practice, will have an opportunity to observe a simulated ICWA case staffing with ICW and OKDHS staff, and will also gain an 
understanding of the importance of local leadership in planning and committing to collaborating for intentional practice 



 

change.  The process for information gathering and the development of an evaluation plan will also be discussed.  Presenters from 
the ICWA Partnership Grant Team and the Pottawatomie County Core Leadership Team will discuss lessons learned and plans for 
sustainability.  
 
Learning Goals related to the ICWA/OICWA:  

• Increase awareness of the Oklahoma ICWA Partnership Grant.  
• Increase understanding of how local leadership teams are identified and developed.  
• Increase understanding of the importance of participatory planning in changing practice.  
• Increase understanding of the use of data in determining needs for practice change.  
• Increase understanding of the importance of relationship, communication, and collaboration between all partners to ensure 

good ICWA practice.  
• Increase understanding of the importance of intentionality in implementing identified strategies.  
• Learn how project participants plan for sustainability of changes in practice.  

 
DAY TWO – THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5th 

Opening Ceremony, Keynote Address and Plenary Panel Presentation 
9:00 Opening Ceremony- Master of Ceremonies,  Jerad Swimmer  

• Introduction – Tracy Haney, OICWA President  
• Drum & Flag Entry – Osage Nation Honor Guard Posts the Colors                                                                              
• Invocation – Osage Elder, John Red Eagle –  
• Osage Immersion School Children’s Song                                                                         
• Welcome – Osage Chief Geoffrey Standingbear                                                                                                             
• Welcome- Justin Brown, Director of Oklahoma Department of Human Services                                                          
• OICWA Officer Swearing In Ceremony 
• Richard Poweshiek Award Presentation  
• Opening Remarks - Eddie Screechowl, Casey Family Programs                                  
• Keynote Address, Sarah Kastelic, Executive Director of the National Indian Child Welfare Association    

 



 

Keynote Address  
10:00 a.m. -11:30 a.m.  Keynote Address by Sarah Kastelic, PhD, MSW, Executive Director of the National Indian Child Welfare 

Association 
                                                                 
The Keynote Address will identify trends and changes across the nation in response to the COVID-19 pandemic and the importance 
of ICWA, tribal customs, traditions, and culture and share how states and tribes are collaborating to strengthen relationships and 
deliver culturally competent services.   
 
The Keynote Address will feature Sarah Kastelic, PhD, MSW, Executive Director of the National Indian Child Welfare Association 
(NICWA). Dr. Sarah Kastelic (Alutiiq), an enrolled citizen of the Native Village of Ouzinkie, became the executive director of NICWA in 
January 2015. Prior to joining NICWA in 2011, Sarah led the National Congress of American Indians’ (NCAI) welfare reform program 
and, in 2003, was the founding director of NCAI’s Policy Research Center. She began her career at the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
central office as a child welfare specialist in 1998. She earned a master’s degree and PhD from the George Warren Brown School of 
Social Work at Washington University in St. Louis, where she serves as adjunct faculty. Sarah has served as principal investigator of 
several national federally and privately funded research projects, partnering with reservation-based and urban Indian communities. 
She has authored numerous publications, including journal articles, book chapters, and curricula. She is a member of the boards of 
directors of the Independent Sector, Council on Accreditation, Generations United, and Underscore.  
 

LUNCH BREAK 11:30 AM – 1:00 PM 
1:00 p.m.–4:30 p.m. Plenary Session: "Moving Forward with Collaboration alongside Federal, State, and Tribal Partners"  

The Impact of the McGirt Ruling     Panel Moderator: Rebecca Nagle   
 
The moderated panel presentation sets the stage providing procedural history of McGirt vs. Oklahoma, viewpoints and 
developments from a federal, state, and tribal perspective on the impact of the ruling and changes in practice and procedure. 
Experts on this panel will highlight efforts and collaboration with partners and the impact on Native American children. Panelists 
include legal representatives from the United States Attorney’s Office, Muscogee (Creek) Nation, Cherokee Nation, Chickasaw 
Nation, Choctaw Nation, and Seminole Nation. Dr. Deborah Shropshire, OKDHS Director of Child Welfare Services, and Indian Child 
Welfare Directors from the Five Civilized Tribes will also share their perspectives. The panel moderator is Rebecca Nagle, an award 
winning advocate, writer, a citizen of Cherokee Nation, and the host of the chart-topping podcast “This Land.” 
 
  



 

DAY THREE – FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6th 
WORKSHOPS & FAREWELL 

8:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Lessons from Oklahoma Judges: ICWA Best Practices        (Legal) 
Panelists: Judge Cassandra Williams, Oklahoma County  
 Judge Jennifer Brock, Kay County 
 Judge Rebecca Gore, Mayes County 
Moderator:   Sheldon Spotted Elk, JD, Casey Family Programs 
 
The moderated judiciary panel will identify the five principles of an ICWA Court, describe their roles in collaboration and areas of 
engagement with Tribes to support ICWA Best Practices, and address changes in court operations during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 

BREAK 10:00 AM – 10:15 AM 
10:15 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. Osage Nation Culture, Traditions, and Killers of the Flower Moon             (Cultural) 
Presenter:   Shannon Shaw Duty                    
 
Shannon Shaw Duty is the Editor of the Osage News. She tells the story of how the murder of her great-great-grandfather, Joseph 
Bates, in 1921, by William Hale and his associates impacted her family for generations. She tells the impact his murder had on her 
family’s religion, cultural knowledge, societal worldview, and the trauma that remains. But she also talks about how her family 
brought back their Osage culture and that after five generations, her children are living an Osage way of life. She talks about the 
upcoming film “Killers of the Flower Moon” and the Osage community’s reaction to it. She tells of her experiences in covering the 
upcoming film, the promises made to the Osage community by famous director Martin Scorsese, and the hopes and fears of 
community members of how the film will impact their lives moving forward. Her hope is to educate others about who Osages are, 
their strength, and resilience. While atrocities of the most brutal and heinous nature were committed against them, they survived 
and are still here. 
 

LUNCH BREAK 11:45 AM – 1:00 PM 
 
 
 
 
 



 

1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.  Lessons Learned: ICWA Best Practices during the Pandemic  
Panelists:   ICW Directors - Tara Gragg (Wyandotte Nation), Tracy Coach (Peoria Tribe of Indians), LaDonna 

Shadlow, (Osage Nation), & Nethia Wallace (Kickapoo Tribe of Oklahoma)  
 

OKDHS - Lynn McCarn (OKDHS Deputy Director, Region 2), Kristi Walker (OKDHS Ottawa County 
Permanency Planning) Kim Wofford (OKDHS Tribal Coordinator), Aaron Curry (OKDHS Osage County 
CPS Supervisor), James Miles (OKDHS Pottawatomie County CPS) 

Moderator:    Eddie Screechowl, Casey Family Programs 

 

BREAK 2:30 PM – 2:45 PM 
2:45 p.m. – 4:15 p.m.  Honoring Children, Mending the Circle 
Presenter:   Dr.  Dolores Subia BigFoot, PhD 
 
 
Honoring Children, Mending the Circle is one of three evidenced based culturally enhanced treatment approaches developed by the 
Indian Country Child Trauma Center at the University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center.  The Honoring Children Series provides 
clinical training for licensed clinicians in the treatment of child trauma, problematic sexual behaviors, or managing parenting and/or 
difficult behavior problems.   

 
This workshop focuses on identifying ways in which the COVID-19 Pandemic presented opportunities and challenges for providing 
child welfare services to Tribal children and families.  A panel comprised of Tribal and Oklahoma Department of Human Services 
Child Welfare staff will discuss the importance of finding new ways for collaboration, communication, and coordination in joint 
decision making and service provision.  The panel will highlight discoveries of practice changes that promote “best practice” in ICWA 
cases.  Panelists will also share lessons learned from changes in practice that will continue past the Pandemic.  

Participants will:  
• Increase knowledge of the impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on both Tribal and State Child Welfare systems.  
• Learn how Tribal and OKDHS Child Welfare staff found new ways for collaboration, communication and coordination to serve 

Tribal children and families.  
• Increase understanding of how Tribal and OKDHS Child Welfare staff plan to use some of the modified practices beyond the 

Pandemic to promote “best practice” in ICWA cases.  



 

 
Honoring Children, Mending the Circle is the cultural enhancement of Trauma Focused Cognitive Behavior Therapy developed for 
the treatment of childhood trauma specifically but not limited to childhood sexual abuse and resulting sequalae.   
 
Honoring Children, Respectfully Ways is the cultural enhancement of Treatment for Problematic Sexual Behaviors for children ages 3 
to 18 years of age.  This treatment model has different training curricula for clinicians depending on the age and the degree of legal 
involvement if illegal behaviors have been identified. Honoring Children, Respectful Ways has evolved into a soon to be released 
Toolkit for Problematic Sexual Behavior for Indian Country by the National Center on the Sexual Behavior of Youth.   
 
Honoring Children, Making Relatives is the cultural enhancement of Parent-Child Interaction Treatment which addresses parenting 
of children ages 3 to 12 to improve parent and child relationship for better communication and behavioral intervention.  Parent-
Child Interaction Therapy provides the foundation for extending training for teachers into Parent-Teacher Interaction Training and 
for child providers into Child-Adult Relationship Enhancement. Honoring Children, Making Relatives have also evolved for teacher 
training and for caregiver/provider training within a cultural framework. 
 
This presentation will provide an overview of the Honoring Children Series with a more detailed overview of Honoring Children, 
Mending the Circle and opportunities for clinical training by licensed clinicians.  Also identified will be current tribal and urban 
programs that are implementing the Honoring Children, Mending the Circle treatment model with children who have trauma history 
exposure.  
 

CLOSING PROGRAM 
Remarks, OICWA Membership prizes, raffles, & drawings:   Tracy Haney OICWA President 
Invocation / Travel Blessings:       Noah Shadlow, Osage Tribal Member 
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